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Our award-winning projects in the Leisure and
Tourism sector are a testament to our innovative
and particular approach to design. Avoiding
standardised solutions, we create buildings that
are designed in response to place, culture and
the environment.

AWARDS

2020 Civic Trust Award, Alexandra Palace
2019 RIBA National Award, Alexandra Palace
2019 AJ Architecture Awards, Alexandra Palace
2018 Housing Design Awards, Project Award, Kirkstall Forge
2013 Food & Travel Magazine Readers Award, City Hotel of the Year, 				
Magdalen Chapter House Hotel
2011 British Construction Industry Award, Conservation Award, Theatre Royal Bath
2008 Civic Trust Award, Special Award for Sustainability, National Cold War 			
Exhibition at the RAF Museum
2007 Wood Award, Gold Award, Formby Pool
2007 RIBA Award, National Cold War Exhibition at the RAF Museum

2007 RIBA Award, National Award, Formby Pool
2007 British Construction Industry Award, Building Award, National Cold War 		
Exhibition at the RAF Museum
2006 RIBA Award, The Underground Gallery, Yorkshire Sculpture Park
2006 Civic Trust Award, Milestones of Flight, RAF Museum Hendon
2006 Civic Trust Award, Yorkshire Sculpture Park
2003 RIBA Award, Visitor Centre and Gallery and Entrance Building, Yorkshire 		
Sculpture Park
2003 RIBA Award, Chipping Norton Sports Centre
2002 RIBA Award, The Earth Centre, South Yorkshire: Arrivals Building and 		
Planet Earth Gallery

Sport &
fitness venues

Southbank Undercroft

The objective of the

Southbank Undercroft

restoration works was to
reinstate the physical makeup

Client: Long Live Southbank & Southbank Centre
Location: London

of the Undercroft to the exact
1960s design and to merge it

The Undercroft is an important part of the Southbank
Centre complex. It was first discovered by skateboarders
in 1973 and quickly developed into one of the most
important skateboarding spots in the world. With the
intention of a temporary closure, part of the Undercroft
was boarded up in 2004 and has not been skated since.

seamlessly with the current
skate space.

FCBStudios have sensitively restored the space beneath
the Queen Elizabeth Hall for skateboarding and a new
learning and creative space for children and young people
will be used to support the activities of the Southbank
Centre’s Festival Arts School Programme.
The skate space reopens over 400sqm of new space for
skating, BMXing and graffiti and gives a much-needed
increase in free creative space on the South Bank of the
Thames. The skate space reopens over 400sqm of new
space for skating, BMXing and graffiti and gives a muchneeded increase in free creative space on the South Bank
of the Thames.

Iconic parts of the Undercroft
including the much loved
Iconic parts of the Undercroft including the much
loved Small Banks and Wooden Ledges, legendary in
skateboarding history but closed off for more than a
decade have been restored.

Small Banks and Wooden
Ledges, legendary in
skateboarding history but
closed off for more than a
decade have been restored.

Formby Pool

Formby Pool

Client: Formby Land Trust
Location: Merseyside
FCBStudios won an invited competition for this new
25 metre 5 lane swimming pool, learner pool, fitness
suite and cafe in Formby, Lancashire. The client’s brief
called for a scheme that would work for a wide range
of users – a building with “heart” that would form a
civic presence on the High Street. The old town centre
football ground was also transformed into a new public
park which surrounds the building, providing a new
focal point for the community.

The building is entirely
timber framed and
comprises of two
distinct elements.
The first is a linear, copper-clad entrance block
which contains the foyer, changing facilities
and fitness suite. A taller and more expressive
timber-clad structure contains the main pool
hall and café. The roof geometry gradually
changes along the length of the building,
giving a greater volume towards the deep end
of the pool and creating a more significant
presence on the High Street.

Longwell Green Leisure Centre

Longwell Green Leisure Centre

Client: South Gloucestershire Council
Location: Bristol
A high quality leisure centre providing a range of facilities,
including a 25 metre 6 lane swimming pool and fitness
centre, for the community of Longwell Green on the
outskirts of Bristol.
The site is bounded on its south-west and north-west sides
by housing, and on its south-east and north-east sides by
a road servicing commercial premises. The prominence of
the site required a scheme with a strong visual presence,
whilst also respecting the interests of its residential
neighbours. The layout is clear and welcoming, and the
use of natural light and views has been fully exploited.

Sustainable, natural
materials have
been used to create
a contemporary
response to the
brief and site.
The new landscape creates a strong individual
identity marrying the contemporary with the
former rural character of the site. Incorporating
a courtyard, garden, fields and a woodland
belt, the landscape scheme makes reference
to the farm which previously occupied this site.

Chipping Norton Pool

Chipping Norton Pool

Client: West Oxfordshire District Council
Location: Oxfordshire
This dual use facility on a prominent site adjacent to
the existing secondary school comprises a 25m 4-lane
swimming pool with adjustable floor to allow varying
water depths, a four court sports hall, fitness suite,
dance studio and three squash courts as well as social
and changing areas.
The aim was to create a piece of high quality
contemporary architecture within tight budget constraints;
a public building with a civic presence, which sits well in
its surroundings and makes a positive contribution to the
adjacent school campus and surrounding area.

Daylighting is often severely restricted or excluded from swimming
pools and sports halls as the problems associated with glare and
reflections can be considerable. Our research into solutions secured
the support of Sport England for an innovative approach which
allows the sports hall and pool to function without artificial light
during daylight hours.

Worthing Swiming Pool

Worthing Swiming Pool

Client: Worthing Borough Council
Location: Worthing
Competition entry
A limited competition entry for a new pool complex on
Worthing seafront, comprising of an 8 lane, 25 metre
pool, a combined learner/diving pool, indoor leisure pools,
an outdoor pool, a health and fitness centre, café, crèche
and flexible space for other activities.
The scheme creates a single volumetric mass, extending
the existing park onto its roof and giving dramatic views
out to sea.
The main activity level is above the sea defences to
gain maximum visual contact with the sea, whilst also
maintaining the separation for management of the facilities.

Internally volumes
are carved out of the
solid mass to form the
individual activity spaces,
reminiscent of the action
of the sea to form caves
at the base of cliffs.

Olympic Park Water Polo Venue

Olympic Park Water Polo Venue

Client: Olympic Delivering Authority (ODA)
Location: London
Competition entry
A competition proposal for a temporary Water Polo venue
for the London Olympic Park 2012.
As one of the first buildings to be seen on arrival at the
Olympic Park and a significant structure at the heart of the
campus, it was essential to create a building to enhance
the visitor experience. At the same time the temporary
nature of the venue meant that we had to create a cost
effective solution to provide dramatic impact, as well
as ideal playing and viewing conditions within a largely
reusable or recyclable structure.
Our design for the venue incorporated a soft undulating
form in response to both the function of the building and
the architecture of the Aquatics Centre. Simple, cost
effective, modular components were proposed to create
a dramatic and memorable internal space appropriate for
an Olympic event.

The temporary nature of the venue suggested that its imagery
should be directly related to the event, without the usual
constraints of providing a façade that will not date or look out
of place in a few years. We proposed to turn the side of the Polo
building into a giant ‘canvas’ on which a team of urban artists
could day-by-day, document the unfolding story of the games.

Budapest Velodrome

Budapest Velodrome
Client: The Municipality of Budapest
Location: Budapest, Hungary
Competition entry

Located in a former
industrial district between
the railway and the river
Danube the proposed

FCBStudios response to an international competition
for a new velodrome for Budapest was inspired by the
functional, but elegant design of the bicycle.
A long span circular roof structure echoes the anatomy
of a bicycle wheel and ‘floats’ over the velodrome. Within
the area marked by the roof is a complex network of
spaces providing state of the art facilities for recreational
as well as competition level sport as the new centre of
cycling in Hungary. The entrance, at ground level, ramps
up to a public concourse leading to the spectator seating,
half of which would be provided as temporary seating to
provide flexibility for major events.

velodrome site enjoys
sweeping views but has
few existing access routes.
FCBStudios design placed a new square
and events space on the riverfront and
created a grand processional route to the
main entrance from the road. A ferry hub
would also link into the existing river traffic,
connecting this future cultural district to the
old town of Budapest. Our submission was
purchased and awarded with commendation.

Bath Rugby

Bath Rugby

Client: Bath Rugby PLC
Location: Bath

The site, located on the
River Avon, is at the heart
of the World Heritage City,

Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios were appointed by
Bath Rugby as architect and lead consultant for the
redevelopment of their iconic Recreation Ground stadium
in the centre of Bath.
This highly significant project aimed to provide enlarged
and greatly improved facilities for playing elite rugby,
as well as re-defining the Recreation Ground as a fully
accessible and integrated community space.

adjoining Great Pulteney
Street and close to Bath
Abbey, and is considered to
be the most unique setting
for elite sport in the country.

Somerset Country Cricket Club

Somerset Country Cricket Club

Client: Somerset County Cricket Club
Location: Taunton

As part of Project Taunton, the scheme aimed to enhance this
area within the aims of the Taunton Vision Masterplan by providing
employment, cultural facilities, business facilities and creating
newly refurbished public space corridors both along the river and
the north east area of the site.

The redevelopment of Somerset County Cricket Club’s
HQ at the County Ground in Taunton.
FCBStudios produced a masterplan for comprehensive
redevelopment together with detailed planning approval
for a new 3,000 seat pavilion with administrative offices,
players accommodation and a four lane indoor
cricket school.
The small grassy bank would enable 200 fans to watch
play and was intended as a memorial to one of the club’s
great former players. 70 sheltered housing flats for the
over 55s will overlook the ground, with the ultimate view
for any retiree with a love of the game.

Museums

Gweithdy,
St Fagans National Museum of History

Gweithdy,
St Fagans National Museum of History
Client: National Museum Wales
Location: Cardiff
Gweithdy celebrates the culture, heritage and skills of
Welsh craft in a new gallery, workshop and visitor hub for
St Fagans National Museum of History.
Translating from the Welsh as ‘made by hand’, Gweithdy
provides flexible workshop and demonstration spaces for
a huge range of craft, science and archaeology activities
and a hands-on exhibition which hosts 500 items from the
craft and archaeology collections of the National Museum
Wales. A built-in forge under cover of the building canopy
is used for metalwork demonstrations and other heavy
crafts activities and creates a focal point for this part of
the park.
Situated next to a stepped amphitheatre and at a
crossing of paths, the pavilion is a natural destination for
visitors, drawing more people further into the Museum
Park. Gweithdy also houses a new coffee shop and
visitor toilets.

Designed to be a
good example of
environmentally
responsible architecture,
Gweithdy is integrated
into the renewed 19th
Century woodland
landscape setting through
its form and materiality.

National Cold War Exhibition,
RAF Cosford

National Cold War Exhibition,
RAF Cosford
Client: Bridgnorth District Council
Location: Shropshire
RAF Cosford houses the world’s first exhibition dedicated
to documenting the social, political and military conflicts
of the Cold War. The dramatic structure houses 17 large
aircraft - the biggest with a wing span of some 50 metres
- missiles, historic artefacts, models and interactive
displays to convey the full depth and breadth of this
complex period of modern history.
The aircraft, previously exhibited outdoors, will now be
preserved in a humidity-controlled environment using low
energy conservation heating and natural ventilation.
Straight trusses form the primary structure of the building.
Each truss is misaligned from one to the next to define a
hyperbolic parabola. The transformation from this linear
geometry to a curvilinear geometry is achieved by twisting
each section of structural along its length as it spans
between trusses.
The industrial aesthetic of the interior is one of stark
contrasts: dark structural steel supports, bright galvanized
decking, daylight entering via a continuous strip of
rooflights along the central spine to provide a constantly
changing play of light and shadow.

The project represents a
shift in thinking on museum
environmental conditions.
Humidity is controlled within the display hall
without using energy-intensive air conditioning.
Instead we’ve used controlled ventilation, lowlevel conservation heating, exposed thermal mass
and a heavily insulated roof structure. This will
keep the historic aircraft protected for many future
generations to learn from and enjoy.

Milestones of Flight,
RAF Hendon

Milestones of Flight,
RAF Hendon
Client: The Royal Airforce Museum
Location: RAF Hendon
The new Milestones of Flight building bridges the gap
between the existing disparate museum buildings at RAF
Hendon, while forming a focal point for the whole site.
Housing a collection of classic aircraft, the barrel vaulted
form is clad externally in stainless steel, evoking the sleek
fuselages of modern planes. Internally, semi-translucent
fabric panels conjure up images of the stick and dope
construction of early aircraft.

The Milestones of
Flight Museum has a
strong emphasis on
natural light.
A continuous roof light at the apex of the barrel
vault allows daylight to fall onto the fabric panels,
creating huge scalloped shadows at particular
moments during the day. The fabric also acts as an
environmental filter, preventing harmful UV light from
damaging the exhibits. The two ends of the building
are entirely glazed in cast glass channels which glow
at night and provide diffused light during the day.

The Postal Museum
and Mail Rail, London

The Postal Museum
and Mail Rail, London
Client: The Postal Museum / The Postal Heritage Trust
Location: London
The Postal Museum
The Postal Museum holds nationally important archive
and museum collections, caring for the visual, physical
and written records of five centuries of postal heritage.
An existing inter-war building on the Mount Pleasant
Royal Mail site, Calthorpe House has been repaired and
extended to provide exemplary accommodation for the
conservation, archiving and research of the collection.
Mail Rail
Snaking 70 feet below ground, from Paddington to
Whitechapel, lies one of London’s most hidden secrets
– a historic underground railway system. Part of the
UK’s industrial heritage, Mail Rail is an integral part of the
story of how the Post Office has continuously explored
pioneering ideas to speed mail delivery. The emphasis of
our scheme was on preserving the industrial feel of the
railway, removing only redundant and dangerous services,
whilst ensuring that any new installations are reversible.
Visitors are are able to board a train and ride the Mail Rail
to the Mount Pleasant Platforms, where audio and visual
interpretations tell the story of the Mail Rail.

In its new home, The Postal Museum will significantly increase
public access to its collections, bringing the rich story of
communication, industry and innovation to all. Along with its
sister museum Mail Rail, they display a unique set of world class
collections, offering an immersive and innovative experience.

Museum of Somerset

Museum of Somerset

Client: Museum of Somerset
Location: Taunton
The Museum of Somerset project is an exemplar in
constructive conservation, in that it has unlocked and
defined a new long term future for the most important
buildings in Taunton, county town of Somerset.
FCBStudios were appointed by Somerset County Council
as Architects and Design Team Leaders for the Museum
of Somerset project in May 2006.
The vision for the Museum of Somerset was to unlock
and interpret Somerset’s rich history and heritage in an
innovative, memorable and sustainable way; not only for
visitors to the county but also for the benefit of the people
of Somerset.
We wanted it to answer key questions, as well as to pose
them, while inspiring visitors to visit the towns, villages and
landscapes of Somerset and learn more about a diverse
and beautiful county. We also wanted it to complement
the work of community museums and other heritage sites,
organisations and initiatives throughout Somerset.

Through the conservation of the buildings and the
imaginative re-display of the collections, the project
has enhanced, protected and provided a new
interpretation of a significant heritage site.

The Earth Centre & Solar Canopy,
Yorkshire

The Earth Centre & Solar Canopy,
Yorkshire
Client: The Earth Centre
Location: South Yorkshire
The Earth Centre is a large-scale visitor attraction
providing both education and entertainment around
environmental issues. It exists on a 300-acre site in one of
the most environmentally devastated areas in the country,
the coalfields of South Yorkshire.
Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios were appointed initially
to help with the masterplan process, and thereafter to
design the Entrance Buildings.
The Solar Canopy, which boasts the biggest array of
photovoltaic cells in the UK, connects the restaurant
building with the Planet Earth Galleries which are built into
the earth. The Solar Canopy is a distorted timber space
frame constructed using round wood poles of indigenous
softwood with galvanised steel connectors. The elaborate
geometry created by the trapezoidal frame and the almost
random supporting posts forms a dynamic contrast with
the purity and simplicity of the adjacent building forms.

Our aim was to
demonstrate
the potential of
environmental design
principles, integrating
a low energy building
with a highly visible
solar generator.
This would make a significant statement at the
main entrance to the Earth Centre emphasising
the importance of on-site electricity generation
using photovoltaics as a way of reducing
dependency on fossil fuels and therefore
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Oman Museum Across Ages

Oman Museum Across Ages
Client: Sultanate of Oman, Royal Court Affairs
Location: Nizwa, Oman
Competition entry
The Oman Museum Across Ages is to be a celebration of
the country’s economic, cultural and social renaissance
since the 1970s. A balance between tradition and
modernity is at the heart of our proposal for the new
museum which will tell the story of Oman from prehistory
to the present day.
Our competition entry, with Buro Happold and Grant
Associates, proposed a circular screened roof which
represents the reassertion of Oman’s unity since the
Renaissance as well as filtering sunlight and air. The roof
shelters and encapsulates a series of ‘desert settlement’
buildings which are suggestive of the diverse cultures
and landscapes of Oman. As a whole, it describes both
oneness and diversity and provides the backdrop for a
narrative journey through time.
The museum will provide a whole range of experiences,
beginning with a grand sense of arrival and suspenseful
anticipation of what is to come and concludes with a
series of calm gardens, each radiating from the building.
Themed to capture different aspects of Omani landscape,
the gardens are to be planted with native colour and
scent and will enhance the cooling effects to the main
spaces in the building.

A very strong passive
design approach was taken,
upon which low carbon
technologies are overlaid.
Our proposals aim to
work with, not against, the
desert climate to create a
sustainable building that can
be a symbol for the future.

Visitor Centres
& attractions

Shrewsbury Flaxmill Maltings

Shrewsbury Flaxmill Maltings

Client: Historic England
Location: Shrewsbury
The repair and adaptive re-use of Shrewsbury Flaxmill
Maltings will revitalise one of the most important
buildings of the industrial revolution as a centre for living,
working, social enterprise and leisure, within mixed-use
development for the site and the economic regeneration
of this area of the town.
Shrewsbury Flaxmill Maltings is an internationally
important group of eight listed buildings, including the
Main Mill, which when built in 1797 was the world’s first
iron-framed building that paved the way for skyscrapers.
We are currently working on restoring the 1797 Grade I
listed Main Mill and Grade II listed Kiln from 1898. When
complete, the project will remove the Main Mill from the
Heritage At Risk Register and create interpretation and
learning space on the ground floor along with a café, four
floors of flexible office space providing employment for
around 300 people, circulation and meeting space within
the Kiln for commercial tenants, access for tour visitors
to the restored Jubilee Tower, a landscaped car park and
improved accessibility across the site.

Proposals by FCBStudios are designed to provide an exemplar
of how modern technology and engineering innovation can be
applied to these prototype heritage buildings, complementing
and preserving their special character.

Shakespeare New Place,
Stratford-upon-Avon

Shakespeare New Place,
Stratford-upon-Avon
Client: Shakespeare Birthplace Trust
Location: Stratford-upon-Avon
FCBStudios were appointed by the Shakespeare Birth
Place Trust to not only improve the visitor welcome of
New Place and Nash’s House, but to meet the access
demands of a 21st century audience and facilitate a new
and enhanced way in which to view and experience the
historic site and gardens.
The scheme focussed largely on the reinterpretation of
the garden site where the home of William Shakespeare
stood until its demolition in 1702, through an imaginative
landscape proposal, but also through the conservation,
re-working and extension of the Grade 1 listed Jacobean
museum building.
The site re-opened to the public in August 2016
for the commemoration of the 400th anniversary of
Shakespeare’s death.

The extension to Nash’s House
sensitively provides additional
exhibition space in a new oak
framed structure nestled within
the gap between two listed
buildings, carefully preserving
medieval archaeology beneath
its footprint.
Seen very much as a transitional space between
garden and museum, the extension has a raw
and natural material palette, of roughly sawn and
naturally stained semi-green oak frame structure,
providing the backdrop to a family of more finelycrafted and finished joinery elements placed along
the visitor route, designed to be touched and
provide comfort through craft.

Roman Baths Archway Project

Roman Baths Clore Learning Centre

Client: BANES Council (Bath and North East Somerset)
Location: Bath
The Roman Baths Clore Learning Centre and World
Heritage Centre repurpose existing historic buildings
to bring education and information into the heart of the
World Heritage City of Bath.
The extension to the Roman Baths brings back to life
an important group of historic buildings, which include
the former Bath City Laundry, constructed by the City
Architect Major C E Davis in the late 19th century, and a
boiler house used for re-heating thermal water piped from
the King’s Spring through a tunnel beneath York Street.
These buildings adjoin the main Roman Baths complex
via an ornate 19th-century archway, constructed to
transport the hot waters back to the Spa.

The new Learning
Centre provides a
suite of rooms for
school and community
groups to use, carefully
inserted into the historic
buildings, telling the
story of Bath’s thermal
waters in Roman times.
Visitors to the new Learning Centre will be able
to walk through spaces beneath York Street
excavated by Major Davies in the 1880s, and
see parts of the Roman Baths that have never
before been open to regular public access.

Bath Abbey

Bath Abbey

An environmentally-friendly
underfloor heating system

Client: Bath Abbey
Location: Bath
Bath Abbey has been the centre for Christian faith in the
UNESCO City of Bath for more than 1300 years. The
Footprint Project seeks to ensure that it remains so for
generations to come through repair and conservation
work and crucial new facilities.
The £19.3 million programme of restoration, building
works and interpretation will help to secure the Abbey’s
physical future and improve its accessibility, sustainability,
hospitality, and service to the city, as well as providing
flexibility for worship.
Within the Abbey, the main focus was the repair and
conservation of the historic floor. The works reveal
all of the 891 carved memorial stones on the Abbey
floor and show us the names of nearly 1500 people
commemorated there. The stones represent a crosssection of Bath’s society from 1625 to 1845, including the
important Georgian period chronicled by Jane Austen.
The research, interpretation and conservation of the floor
restores a crucial missing part of the story of Bath and its
social history.

uses waste heat from the
City’s natural thermal springs
providing improved thermal
comfort and a welcoming
environment inside the Abbey.
Naturally hot spring water, first harnessed and
channelled by the Romans, is used to heat the
Abbey sustainably.
As the spring water from the neighbouring Roman
Baths runs through the Great Drain alongside
the Abbey on its way to the River Avon, heat
is captured and fed into an underfloor heating
system, using natural energy to maintain a
comfortable temperature within the Abbey.

Chedworth Roman Villa
Gloucestershire

Chedworth Roman Villa
Gloucestershire
Client: The National Trust
Location: Gloucestershire
Chedworth Roman Villa is a Scheduled Ancient Monument
set within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in the
heart of the Cotswolds. The site includes over a mile of
Roman walls, bathhouses, hypocausts, a water shrine and
several mosaics thought to rival those in Pompeii.
Our new conservation shelter, following the line of the
west range of the villa, now protects the most significant
archaeological remains. A refurbished visitor reception
building and a much-needed education centre have also
greatly improved the visitor experience.
The new building sits lightly on the existing Roman
foundations. The structure is assembled from a kit of
parts and is held in place with optimally sized timber
frames that didn’t require fixings into the Roman masonry
of the villa. It holds its own weight and can be easily
demounted or adapted as future interpretation and
conservation practices change.

The new shelter eliminates
the environmental effects
that were previously affecting
the Roman mosaics with a
weatherproofed, black
single-ply membrane, clad
in larch battens.
Sliding timber panels on glazed sections control
solar gain, with carefully angled battens preventing
low-level sun from damaging the mosaics. This
provides a technically stable environment for
the villa’s archaeology while still enabling visitors
to see clearly from both inside and outside the
building. Mechanical dampers also maintain stable
ventilation levels, allowing the building to “breathe”
according to conservation needs.

Lowther Castle

Lowther Castle

Client: Lowther Castle & Gardens Trust
Location: Cumbria
FCBStudios worked to bring Lowther Castle and Gardens
back from abandonment. The shell of the castle ruin is
now saved from near collapse and made safe for visitors
to explore; the 400 year-old ‘hidden’ gardens are revealed
and the derelict stables transformed into a vibrant centre
for visitors and the community.
The design of contemporary interventions, which
have been discreetly integrated into the historic fabric,
has been informed by the original palette of materials
and construction techniques found in the castle. The
Stable Courtyard has been painstakingly repaired and
refurbished to provide visitor facilities including a 100 seat
café, museum gallery, shops and education facilities.
The Sculpture Gallery and West Range housing the
Lowther Gallery and access to the castle ruin interior
opened late summer 2012 while the gardens project
is conceived as a long-term undertaking, with the
initial three-year project establishing the framework for
gardening in future.

Community involvement and
highly-skilled conservation
craft have been critical
drivers for this extraordinary
project which has provided a
focus for heritage skills and
garden training.
Lowther Castle and over one hundred acres of
listed 17th Century gardens opened to the public
for the first time in May 2012. Abandoned in the
1930s and now romantically ruinous, the castle
and gardens chart the extraordinary story of the
Lowther family, Earls of Lonsdale, on the site
which has been their home for over 800 years.

Blackfriars Priory

Blackfriars Priory

Client: English Heritage
Location: Gloucester
Blackfriars Priory, which dates from the early 13th
Century, is considered to be the most complete surviving
example of a Dominican Priory in England. Following
years of under use, with only occasional public access
available, FCBStudios were appointed to transform the
North and East Range of Blackfriars Priory into a flexible
multi-function public venue to deliver the fundamental
objectives of heating, lighting and accessibility, which
will allow the Priory to be used in a number of different
configurations by the local community and businesses.

We sensitively and
respectfully placed
contemporary
interventions within
the Priory. This allows
the modern work to be
read as another layer
without affecting the
complex tapestry of
the historic fabric.

Painshill Park

Painshill Park

Client: Painshill Park Trust LTD
Location: Surrey
Painshill Park is an 18th century landscaped garden
restored to its former glory. The new visitor facilities were
required to provide information and ticketing, a shop and
cafe, WCs and an education centre to meet the needs of
a growing number of visitors. The building was supported
by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Visitor centres can detract from the attraction they seek
to promote, and there was always a danger that this
building would be an intrusion rather than an insertion into
the existing landscape. We felt the solution was to break
down the bulk of the accommodation into a series of
spaces; some under ground, some cut through and some
elevated above the ground.

The building is highly insulated, using low emissivity glass
and a high efficiency under floor heating system with a
condensing boiler. The spaces all benefit from high levels
of daylight whilst being protected from glare.

Galleries

Yorkshire Sculpture Park

Yorkshire Sculpture Park

Client: Yorkshire Sculpture Park
Location: Wakefield
We have been architects to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park
since 1988. The former Bretton Hall estate has been
transformed into an internationally significant park which
welcomes 700,000 non-paying visitors every year. We
began with a gallery for sculpture and two-dimensional art
to a very limited budget and timetable.
Subsequently, we designed an indoor gallery by
converting a series of 18th-century outbuildings flanking
a curved garden wall and more recently have completed
the £4 million Visitor Centre. In total we have created a
series of three exhibition spaces including the innovative
Underground Gallery, completed in 2006. At 600sqm,
this is one of the largest purpose-built gallery spaces
in Britain.

Sustainability was
an essential part of
the brief, allowing
YSP to exhibit
sensitive materials
All the galleries and the seminar room in the
Visitor Centre enjoy high levels of daylight to
reduce the need for artificial lighting.
The fabric of the buildings allows the galleries
to operate under passive natural ventilation.
Automatic louvres allow ventilation at night to
disperse heat built up during the day, allowing
the structure to cool.

The Spanish Gallery

The Spanish Gallery

Bishop Auckland has a rich
and surprising history, from

Client: The Auckland Project
Location: Bishop Auckland
Inspired by a cycle of paintings by Francisco de Zurbarán,
which have been housed in nearby Auckland Castle for
more than 250 years, Spanish Gallery will be the first
museum in the UK dedicated to exploring the arts and
culture of Spain and is part of a suite of projects for The
Auckland Project.
Two previously vacant historic buildings in Bishop
Auckland’s Market Place are being transformed into a
new gallery space which will also include art conservation
and visitor services. Behind the façades of Bishop
Auckland’s Grade II listed Backhouse Bank building and
neighbouring Barrington School buildings, works from the
Trust’s own collection will be on display, along with loans
from institutions and galleries around the world.
Works will be exhibited across ten galleries, spread over
three floors, including a dramatic top-lit, double-height
space in an extension to the Backhouse building to
sensitively accommodate larger works.

The Prince Bishops to the
Romans and railways. By
reigniting interest in this
history and attracting new
visitors and academics,
a bright future can be
created for the town and
the local community, with
opportunities for economic
and social regeneration.

Hotels &
Accommodation

Hotel du Vin

Hotel du Vin

The new brick buildings of
the spa and health suite

Client: New Light Hotels (Part of Swire Hotels)
Location: Exeter
The project comprises the refurbishment and
development of the second of three hotels to be relaunched as a new brand. We have designed the
reconfiguration of the Grade 2 listed former Eye hospital
in Exeter to create a 59-bed hotel with restaurant, bar and
spa. We have also designed interiors and commissioned
artworks for the hotel.
The project is an amalgam of mini-projects including new
buildings, extensions, repairs and alterations. We have
sought to harness the Edwardian institutional character
of the former eye hospital, whilst retaining and adding
to the architectural ornament and detail that exists in
the entrance lobby, meeting rooms, reception and south
lounge. We have created contemporary spaces in the
infill courtyard, the existing refurbished restaurant and to
the new third floor, where glazed walls to the bedrooms
command views out over the Devon countryside.

relate to the scale of the
existing 18th century laundry
building; all three are
connected by the new Oval
Path to the garden perimeter.
The path encloses a lawn for guests and provides
a pleasant backdrop to the restaurant and
courtyard terraces.
The new infill courtyard dissolves the boundary
between the hotel interior and the garden. Using
rooflights and sliding glass doors as the envelope,
the slate flooring of the external terrace flows in from
the garden. The courtyard terrace forms an outdoor
room with the new spa and pool as a backdrop, with
formal planting to the remaining two sides.

Piccadilly Hotel Manchester

Piccadilly Hotel Manchester

Client: Eastern Green Ltd
Location: Manchester
Completion: 2022
The hotel will offer 150 rooms across three blocks: a new
corner building, the refurbishment of the Grade II Listed
Building, known as the Halls Building, and a warehousestyle block to Back Piccadilly that marries the three blocks
together. The Piccadilly Tavern, which occupies the
ground floor of the Listed Building will also be refurbished.
The corner site is long overdue for redevelopment and in
a prominent position that requires a strong architectural
presence. Vaulted archways wrap around the building and
offer an honest representation of the repetitive nature of
the hotel brief, resulting in a contextual, yet modern and
refined façade.
Proposals extend beyond the buildings and into the
public realm, where enhanced pavement areas and
treelined streets can create an open and welcoming
space outside the hotel, whilst establishing a sense of
safety at the corner of Piccadilly and Newton Street. Trees
and widened footways will help to create an active street
scene for hotel guests, neighbouring residents, visitors
and pedestrians.

An elegant 4*plus hotel,
with lounge bar and
rooftop terrace will
reinvigorate an unloved
corner of Manchester
Piccadilly and act as a
catalyst to regenerate the
Newton Street gateway to
the Northern Quarter.

Bristol Guildhall

Bristol Guildhall

Client: The Trevor Osborne Property Group Ltd
Location: Bristol
The refurbishment and re-use of the Grade II* listed
Guildhall and Grade I listed Bank of England Branch
building in the heart of Bristol’s historic old city, converting
the former court and office uses into a high-end hotel with
onsite restaurant and spa facilities.
The building is Grade II* Listed and falls within the Bristol
City and Queen Square Conservation Area.
A bombing raid of 1940 destroyed much of the Guildhall
behind the tudor style facade. The building was patched
up following the bombing and then redeveloped in
the 1960s in order to turn it into its last use as a court
building. Following the decision of the courts to leave, the
Guildhall building was in need of a new use
The proposal for the Guildhall is to convert the building
into a 4 or 5* hotel use, helping to drive foot-fall into the
area both during the day and in the evenings.

The project requires
imaginative new uses for
the idiosyncratic layouts
of the court house, and is
expected to have a highly
positive regenerative
impact on the surrounding
city centre.

Gerui Resort Spa

Gerui Resort Spa
Client: Gerui Resort Spa
Location: Zhengzhou, China
Competition entry
A limited competition entry for The Gerui Resort Spa
to provide luxurious guest accommodation set within
a beautiful lakeside landscape in central China. Our
proposal makes reference to traditional local materials
and building forms to create an entirely contemporary
environment which will demonstrate excellence in concept
design, detail and sustainability.
Luxurious suites with private terraces and villas with pools
are arranged along the escarpment, stepping down to
the lake; whilst standard and family rooms are arranged
around the courtyard garden above public spaces,
comprising reception, bar and several restaurants.
The bathing centre nestles into an inlet with public rooms
set into the cliff and a slender circular tower of rooms
rising above the plateau. Private residential villas are
separated from the hotel by the inlet and benefit from
stunning views over the lake.

The building forms
are inspired by the
landscape with
some elements
conceived as part
of the groundscape
and others hovering
above the plateau.

Church Pods

Church Pods

Client: The Diocese of Hereford /
The Church of England
Location: Herefordshire
Whilst rural churches continue to be recognised for their
worth and beauty, and remain a focal point for local
communities, funding is needed to maintain and conserve
the buildings. With shrinking rural populations and
congregations in Britain’s more remote churches, new
models for funding are required.
Church Pods are a sympathetic and reversible structure
inserted within the nave of the church, designed to
provide self-catering holiday accommodation, whilst
retaining public access to the east end as a space for
contemplation and prayer.
Echoing larger pieces of church furniture such as the
organ, choir gallery or rood screen the timber pods
are inserted into the nave space. Constructed off
site in panellised sections, the pods can be inserted
with little intervention to provide contained, serviced
accommodation within the church.

The Church of England,
The Diocese of Hereford,
and FCBStudios have
developed Church Pods,
an innovative new model
for sustaining historically
important places
of worship in
remote locations.

Feildbarn

Feildbarn

Client: Yorkshire Dales National Park
Location: Yorkshire Dales
Feildbarn: revolutionary (and invisible!) rural regeneration:
an innovative solution for the re-use of thousands of
redundant field barns in the Yorkshire Dales and beyond.
A free-standing ‘eco-pod’ is inserted into a repaired barn,
providing holiday accommodation and a source of income
to the rural economy. It is built from low-tech materials,
generating employment and training opportunities in
construction and conservative repair at a local level.
Many thousands of field barns stand derelict across the
UK. FCBStudios’ Creative Re-use Studio has developed
a scheme which both conserves these historic structures
and provides a sustainable use which contributes to the
local economy. Our team is experienced in dealing with
regeneration projects combining the sensitive re-use of
historic buildings with cutting edge sustainable design.
The initiative has been made possible through the
development of working partnerships with English
Heritage, the Historic Farm Buildings Group and the
Yorkshire Dales National Park, including a £15,000 grant
from the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust Fund under the
Sustainable Development Fund Programme.

The design of the eco-pod
is in line with best building
conservation practice, is
100% reversible and is
(potentially) carbon neutral.
The first prototype ecopod was trialled in
Yorkshire in October 2008 and the project
received planning permission in April 2009. This
prototype won the 2009 Sustain Magazine Award
for Sustainable Development. A great deal of
local and national interest was stimulated by a
series of exhibitions during summer 2010 where
Feildbarn featured as part of the Prince of Wales’
Sustainability Garden Party at Clarence House.
The team of volunteers is now in the process of
setting up an independent charitable Trust which
will continue to seek funding from public and
private sources to ensure the long-term survival of
these icons of rural England.

Performance
Spaces

Alexandra Palace, London

Alexandra Palace, London

Client: Alexandra Palace
Location: London
The regeneration of the East Wing of the ‘people’s palace’
has breathed new life into a much-loved cultural icon,
integrating a new technical infrastructure while retaining
the unique character of its historic spaces.
These spaces offer their own particular delight and
significance. The East Court was once a grand exhibition
hall, part of a wider experience of promenade and
spectacle so beloved of the Victorian public. The 19thcentury theatre, dark for over eighty years, tells a story
of grandeur overlaid with decades of alteration, damage
and slow decay. All of this is integral to the character and
atmosphere of the space. Some far-reaching interventions
were called for, but of paramount importance was the
preservation of the evocative and layered character that
made this room unique.
The Creativity Pavilion in Alexandra Palace provides a new
home in the East Wing of the building, for the charity’s
Creative Learning programme. The pavilion has the
flexibility to be transformed and adapted for a range of
activities and provides a welcoming, inspiring and modern
fit-for-purpose facility which contributes to the vibrancy of
the newly restored East Wing.

We use the term
“arrested decay” to
describe an approach
of consolidation rather
than restoration.
In treating rooms as found spaces, the processes
of deterioration have been addressed, elements that
were unsafe or could not be viably repaired have
been removed, added elements are legibly modern.
These additions are informed by the grand scale of
the Victorian palace and the ambitions it represents,
and are marked out by a scale and materiality that
identifies them as new. At the same time, this is
just one more layer added to many previous ones,
another chapter in the history of Alexandra Palace.
To create a more flexible auditorium the floor in the
stalls was first flattened and retractable seating
installed. The decorative ceiling has been stabilised
and the trusses from which it is suspended
have been strengthened and repaired. A matrix
of strongpoints within the auditorium roof void
allows for the connection of chain hoists and the
suspension of production equipment.

The Royal Pavilion Estate Masterplan,
Brighton

The Royal Pavilion Estate Masterplan,
Brighton
Client: Brighton & Hove City Council
Location: Brighton
This fascinating project for the Royal Pavilion Estate in
Brighton seeks to reawaken and reunite the historic estate
created by George IV in the early nineteenth century.
John Nash’s Royal Pavilion and William Porden’s
magnificent stables rotunda and riding house (now the
Brighton Dome and Corn Exchange Theatre) epitomise
the eccentric flamboyance which has become symbolic
of both George IV and Brighton. The project aims to reestablish the Royal Pavilion Estate as the foremost cultural
destination in Brighton and the South-East, and equip it
for a sustainable future.
The project is centred on realising the potential of Nash’s
Picturesque garden as the heart of the Estate as the
means to mediate, connect and interpret the complex
set of relationships between the historic buildings and
contemporary operations.

The garden offers exciting opportunities for creative new uses in
support of the arts and performance venues on the site. The project
encompasses estate-wide strategies for visitor welcome, events,
learning, catering and staff accommodation, and works to improve
facilities for the care and conservation of the listed buildings and garden.

Bristol Arena

Bristol Arena

Using cutting-edge
Client: Bristol City Council
Location: Bristol
The Bristol Arena was to be a new multipurpose 12,000
capacity performance venue, a ‘Colosseum’ for Bristol,
located close to Temple Meads station on Arena Island,
the former diesel depot site.
Framed by the railway and the River Avon, the Arena was
designed to reflect the proud history and heritage of the
city of Bristol, creating an iconic new form within the City,
which is respectful and responsive to its unique location.
The sculptural form of the dark concrete plinth ties the
Arena to the ground and mediates a 7m change of level
across the site. A perforate polished black stainless steel
drum ‘floats’ above the plinth, enveloping the upper
section of the performance bowl, and incorporates a
large scale integrated artwork by the Swedish artist
Jonas Dahlberg, reflecting the tidal movement of water
in the City and making reference to Bristol’s history in the
development of moving picture technology.
The Arena was designed to achieve a BREEAM
‘Excellent’ rating, which would have made it the UK’s
most sustainable arena – a fitting tribute to the 2015
European Green Capital.

design principles,
the arena featured an
innovative displacement
ventilation system
and provision for the
biggest building based
photovoltaic system in
the city.

Richmond Building,
University of Bristol

Richmond Building,
University of Bristol
Client: University of Bristol
Location: Bristol
The Richmond Building has been transformed from a
tired 1960s steel and concrete structure into a multi-use
University building, still home to the Student Union, but
also to cultural, performance, teaching, study and
social functions.
Over the past 50 years, a series of ad-hoc changes to
the interior has made the spaces cluttered and inflexible.
Asbestos was present throughout the building, the fabric
leaked energy resulting in extremely high running costs and
neighbours found the building ugly, noisy and incongruous
in the Clifton Conservation Area. Our task was to make the
Richmond Building welcoming, accessible, environmentally
efficient and spatially hard-working.
During a four-phased construction programme,
throughout which the building remained open, an
‘excavation’ of the interior took place. The concrete soffit
was exposed, redundant services were stripped out and
renewed and the layout reconfigured to create flexible
spaces that could be used throughout the day and into
the evening. A foyer extension added much-needed
clarity to the entrance, both inside and out, and provided
space for new changing facilities for the swimming pool.

The combination of re-using
the existing building and
radically improving how it
operates has resulted in a
BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating
and, importantly, helped to
meet the University’s exacting
sustainability targets.
The building’s concrete and steel frame was in good
health. To demolish and re-build would have been a
far less sustainable option as the embodied energy
associated with a building’s construction accounts
for a major part of its lifetime CO2 emissions.
A new glazing design, combined with new layouts,
allowed a shift to natural ventilation for many of the
spaces. The existing concrete soffits have been left
exposed throughout, providing thermal mass to help
regulate internal temperatures. Our sustainable design
principles have resulted in a BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating
and an EPC certification that has moved from E to B.

Quad Visual Arts and Media Centre

Quad Visual Arts and Media Centre

Client: Derby City Council
Location: Derby
QUAD brings together two of Derby’s former arts
organisations, Q-Arts and Metro Cinema, within a unique
landmark building that is now the new home for both art
and film in the heart of Derby. The project will provide
a range of facilities including the Q-Arts Gallery with
exhibition space, workshops, offices and public spaces
including a shop, café and the two-screen Metro Cinema.
It received enthusiastic support from the Arts Council
with £2.5 million funding. The building incorporates
our preoccupations with materiality and context, with
references to the translucency and delicacy of silk and
ceramics – materials which were once at the heart of
Derby’s manufacturing and trades industries.
The project was remarkable for its close collaboration with
artists on developing the design - the main facades of the
glass box incorporate Alex Beleschenko’s work and the
foyer is lined by Angela Verdun’s ceramic frieze.

QUAD demonstrates
a new approach to
revitalising our town
centres by recognising
the energising impact
of the arts. Most
regeneration is retail-led
but this is a national arts
centre which is acting
as a real catalyst for
change within Derby.

Community
Spaces

Old Fire Station, Oxford

Old Fire Station, Oxford

Client: Crisis and Oxford City Council
Location: Oxford
The ‘Old Fire Station’ is a joint project between Oxford
City Council and homeless charity Crisis. The building is
an amalgamation of three buildings, dating from 1894,
with over 23 staircases, incorporating a gallery, studio
theatre and nightclub. The gallery and theatre have
been retained, whilst new arts facilities and a new Crisis
Skylight Centre for the charity Crisis have been added.
The overall vision for the project was to create a unique,
dynamic and inspirational centre for creativity, skills
development and enterprise in Oxford; and to bring a
redundant council building back into use, using a “two
organisations, one building” approach.
The refurbished spaces provide a new, fresh and light
finish, whilst retaining the existing building character
and exposed original features such as: the leaded light
windows, fire places, brick work, stone arches and
steel girders. Centrally a new glass, steel and zinc clad
courtyard has been inserted into the building, which
floods the link bridges, ground floor foyer, gallery and
surrounding rooms with natural light.

The existing building fabric has,
where possible, been retained
to help define the character and
richness of spaces and influence
the choice of new materials.

The vision for the buildings character was to balance
the existing fabric with new, robust, industrial materials,
such as galvanised mesh balustrades and exposed oil
coated steel structures. Along with this we have sought
to create a warm and inviting environment, for example
through the use of timber flooring and handrails on the
upper floors.

Black Prince Community Hub

Black Prince Community Hub

Client: South Bank Employers’ Group
Location: London
Commissioned by the Black Prince Trust, the new
Community Hub is a 600m2 facility for use by the local
community. The building provides office accommodation,
a café, training rooms and flexible spaces for use by a
wide range of community groups and organisations, as
well as changing facilities for the external sports pitches.
The design maintains and enhances the character of the
existing facilities by refurbishing the remaining unrestored
school outdoor sports facilities. The resurfaced external
facilities occupy the same footprint as the existing courts.
The cafe forms the focal point for the proposals, used
by the users of the site, and the surrounding community.
Large sliding / folding external doors allow the cafe to
spill out into the ‘courtyard’ space created between the
existing brick boundary wall and building.

The modular building
is clad in perforated
metal panels and
adopts the elevational
language of the
existing teaching
blocks by expressing
the upper floor slab
and forming large
glazed openings in
the end elevations.

Kirkstall Forge, Leeds

Kirkstall Forge, Leeds

Client: MEPC Ltd
Location: Leeds
The masterplan promotes healthy lifestyles through
planned exercise and the incidental physical activity
associated with reduced car usage. As with Accordia,
this is hoped to lead to increased social interactions and
sense of community within the development.
The 20 hectare site outside of Leeds is planned to
include 1050 houses and apartments, 300,000 sq ft of
commercial space, 100,000 sq ft of retail and leisure, and
a primary school.
Capitalising on the natural surroundings, the masterplan
retains the wooded perimeter within the site for use as an
exercise trail, connects to existing woodland walks, and
extends the river footpath. The scheme includes a gym,
playgrounds, an open meadow, and a bridge across the
railway to connect to the fields and canal towpath beyond.

Promoting physical activity
is key to combating many
of the major health issues
in the developed world.
It also helps to promote
mental health and improves
social interactions within
communities. Careful
masterplanning can help
integrate these healthy
elements into the core of
designing new communities.
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